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August 11, 2020 Serbia (Commissioner 

for Information of Public Importance 
and Personal Data Protection) 

Press Release (in Serbian) Press Release summarizing the Schrems II 
judgment and noting that in light of Privacy 
Shield’s invalidation, data controllers must find an 
alternative mechanism to transfer personal data 
to the U.S.   

August 10, 2020 U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur 
Ross and European Commissioner 
for Justice Didier Reynders 

Joint Press Statement Press Statement announcing discussions 
between the U.S. and EU regarding a Privacy 
Shield successor. 

August 6, 2020 New Zealand Office of the Privacy 
Commissioner 

Blog Post Blog post noting that although the Schrems II 
judgement does not directly affect personal data 
transfers between the EU and New Zealand 
because  
such transfers are conducted on the basis of an 
adequacy decision, the judgement will likely have 
a significant impact on international data 
transfers generally. 

July 31, 2020 The U.S. Department of Commerce FAQs – Swiss-U.S. Privacy 
Shield 
 
FAQs – EU-U.S. Privacy 
Shield Program Update 

The updated EU-U.S. Privacy Shield Program 
FAQs emphasize that the U.S. Department of 
Commerce will continue administering the 
Privacy Shield program while working with the EU 
“to limit the negative consequences of the 
Schrems II decision to the transatlantic data 
flows.” 
 
The Swiss-U.S. Privacy Shield FAQs were 
updated to clarify that “[t]he Swiss-U.S. Privacy 
Shield Framework remains a valid mechanism to 
comply with Swiss data protection requirements 
when transferring personal data from Switzerland 
to the United States.”  

July 29, 2020 Italy (Office of the Guarantor for the 
protection of personal data) 

Press Release (in Italian and 
English)  

Statement announcing Schrems II judgment. 

July 28, 2020 Germany (Datenschutzkonferenz)  Press Release (in German) 
 

Press Release summarizing Schrems Ii judgment 
and emphasizing that although organizations 

https://www.poverenik.rs/en/press-releases/3382-%D1%83%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B0%D1%98-%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%BA%D0%B5-%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B3-%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B4%D0%B5-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%B0-%D1%83-%D1%81%D1%98%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B8%D1%9A%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B5-%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B5-%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B6%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B5-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%83-%E2%80%9Eprivacy-shield%E2%80%9C.html
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/joint-press-statement-us-secretary-commerce-wilbur-ross-and-european
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.privacy.org.nz/blog/international-data-transfers-the-schrems-ii-decision/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/adequacy-decisions_en
https://www.privacyshield.gov/article?id=Swiss-U-S-Privacy-Shield-FAQs
https://www.privacyshield.gov/article?id=Swiss-U-S-Privacy-Shield-FAQs
https://www.privacyshield.gov/article?id=EU-U-S-Privacy-Shield-Program-Update
https://www.privacyshield.gov/article?id=EU-U-S-Privacy-Shield-Program-Update
https://www.garanteprivacy.it/web/guest/home/docweb/-/docweb-display/docweb/9442415
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://www.datenschutzkonferenz-online.de/media/pm/20200616_pm_schrems2.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
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may continue to use standard contractual clauses 
and binding corporate rules to transfer personal 
data from the EU to the U.S., data controllers 
must evaluate whether the standard contractual 
clauses and binding corporate rules ensure level 
of protection equivalent to EU law and, if needed, 
implement additional protective measures. 

Spain (Spanish Agency for Data 
Protection) 

Statement (in Spanish) Statement announcing the Schrems II judgment 
and noting in particular that “The ruling, whose 
implications mark a new inflection point on the 
way in which international data transfers to the 
United States are made, establishes, in turn, the 
validity of the standard contractual clauses 
adopted by the European Commission to carry 
out international transfers of data. data between 
a controller established in the European Union 
and a processor outside the EU.” 

July 27, 2020 Luxembourg (National Commission 
for Data Protection) 

Press Release (in French and 
English) 

Statement summarizing Schrems II judgment. 

Norway (Datatilsynet) Questions and answers about 
new rules for the transfer of 
personal data to countries 
outside the EEA 
(in Norwegian) 
 

Guidance noting the continued effectiveness of 
the two U.S. national security/surveillance laws 
cited in Schrems II: “Even if an approved transfer 
basis is used, these laws will mean that the level 
of protection in the transfer of personal data is 
not the same as in the EEA. In other words, it is 
absolutely decisive whether the data importer, 
the data importer's infrastructure or any 
subcontractors are subject to these or similar 
laws, and as a rule this will be the case.”  

July 24, 2020 European Data Protection Board 
(EDPB) 

Frequently Asked Questions 
on the judgment of the Court 
of Justice of the European 
Union in Case C-311/18 

FAQs stating (inter alia): organizations relying on 
Privacy Shield do not have a grace period and 
transfers made in reliance in Privacy Shield are 
“illegal” and that the EDPB will provide guidance 
on additional protective measure to supplement 
the standard contractual clauses. 

Germany - Rheinland-Pfalz (State 
Commissioner for Data Protection 
and Freedom of Information in 
Rhineland-Palatinate) 

FAQs on the ECJ ruling of 
July 16, 2020 (C-311/18), 
status: July 24, 2020 

FAQs stating (inter alia): organizations relying on 
Privacy Shield must find an alternative transfer 
mechanism, there is no transition period, and 
whether or not standard contractual clauses can 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/binding-corporate-rules-bcr_en
https://www.aepd.es/es/derechos-y-deberes/cumple-tus-deberes/medidas-de-cumplimiento/transferencias-internacionales/comunicado-privacy-shield
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://cnpd.public.lu/fr/actualites/international/2020/07/invalidation-privacy-shield.html
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://www.datatilsynet.no/aktuelt/aktuelle-nyheter-2020/sos-om-nye-regler-for-overforing/
https://www.datatilsynet.no/aktuelt/aktuelle-nyheter-2020/sos-om-nye-regler-for-overforing/
https://www.datatilsynet.no/aktuelt/aktuelle-nyheter-2020/sos-om-nye-regler-for-overforing/
https://www.datatilsynet.no/aktuelt/aktuelle-nyheter-2020/sos-om-nye-regler-for-overforing/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://edpb.europa.eu/our-work-tools/our-documents/ovrigt/frequently-asked-questions-judgment-court-justice-european-union_en
https://edpb.europa.eu/our-work-tools/our-documents/ovrigt/frequently-asked-questions-judgment-court-justice-european-union_en
https://edpb.europa.eu/our-work-tools/our-documents/ovrigt/frequently-asked-questions-judgment-court-justice-european-union_en
https://edpb.europa.eu/our-work-tools/our-documents/ovrigt/frequently-asked-questions-judgment-court-justice-european-union_en
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://www.datenschutz.rlp.de/de/themenfelder-themen/datenuebermittlung-in-drittlaender/
https://www.datenschutz.rlp.de/de/themenfelder-themen/datenuebermittlung-in-drittlaender/
https://www.datenschutz.rlp.de/de/themenfelder-themen/datenuebermittlung-in-drittlaender/
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en


Date Jurisdiction / Authority Publication Summary * 
be used for transfers of personal data to the USA 
is “under review”. “In the event that US security 
laws that conflict with EU data protection law are 
applicable to all data transfers from the EU to the 
USA, the level of protection in the USA as a 
whole cannot be regarded as equivalent to the 
level of protection prevailing in the EU. In this 
case, the standard contractual clauses, as they 
are formulated, do not constitute suitable 
guarantees for data transmission to the USA.” 

July 23, 2020 Iceland (Data Protection Authority) Statement (in Icelandic) Statement summarizing Schrems II judgment. 
July 21, 2020 Poland (Personal Data Protection 

Office) 
Statement (in Polish and 
English) 

Statement summarizing Schrems II judgment and 
noting in particular, with respect to standard 
contractual clauses, the need for controllers to 
conduct “an individual assessment of the level of 
protection afforded for such cross-border 
transfers, which must take into account not only 
the contractual provisions agreed between data 
exporters and importers, but also the laws in a 
third country1, in particular those relating to 
possible access by the public authorities of that 
third country to the personal data transferred.” 

July 20, 2020 Croatia (Personal Data Protection 
Agency) 

Statement (in Croatian) Statement summarizing Schrems II judgment and 
the statement issued by the EDPB from the 
EDPB’s 34th plenary session. 

Cyprus  (Commissioner for Personal 
Data Protection) 

Statement (in Greek) Statement summarizing Schrems II judgment and 
emphasizing that organizations should allow 
cross-border transfers of personal data only if a 
“satisfactory level of protection” is provided and 
also should take additional protection measures 
where necessary. 

Denmark (Data Protection Agency) Press Release (in Danish) Press Release announcing Schrems II judgment. 
Lithuania (State Data Protection 
Inspectorate) 

Press Release (in Lithuanian Press Release announcing Schrems II judgment. 

Netherlands (Dutch Data Protection 
Authority) 

Press Release (in Dutch) Press Release announcing Schrems II judgment. 

                                                 
1 A “third country” means a country outside of the EEA. 
 

https://www.personuvernd.is/personuvernd/frettir/evropudomstollinn-ogildir-akvordun-framkvaemdastjornar-evropusambandsins-um-fullnaegjandi-vernd-personuupplysinga-samkvaemt
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://uodo.gov.pl/en/553/1147
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://azop.hr/aktualno/detaljnije/34.-plenarna-sjednica-europskog-odbora-za-zastitu-podatka-izjava-vezano-za
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://edpb.europa.eu/our-work-tools/our-documents/muu/statement-court-justice-european-union-judgment-case-c-31118-data_en
http://www.dataprotection.gov.cy/dataprotection/dataprotection.nsf/All/4976DF5EE61F33CAC22585AB00333170?OpenDocument&highlight=shield
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://datatilsynet.dk/presse-og-nyheder/nyhedsarkiv/2020/jul/edpbs-pressemeddelse-om-schrems
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://vdai.lrv.lt/lt/naujienos/europos-sajungos-teisingumo-teismo-sprendimas-del-es-ir-jav-privatumo-skydo
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://autoriteitpersoonsgegevens.nl/nl/nieuws/privacy-shield-voor-doorgifte-naar-vs-ongeldig-verklaard
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
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Romania (National Authority for the 
Supervision of Personal Data 
Processing) 

Press Release (in Romanian) Press Release summarizing Schrems II 
judgment. 

Estonia (Data Protection 
Inspectorate) 

Press Release 
(in Estonian) 

Press Release summarizing Schrems II 
judgment, noting in particular that EU 
organizations must assess whether the standard 
contractual clauses ensure the protection of 
Europeans’ personal data and advising that if 
such protection cannot be guaranteed, the 
transfer must be suspended or another 
appropriate safeguard must be found. 

July 17, 2020 European Data Protection Board 
(EDPB) 

EDPB Statement on the Court 
of Justice of the European 
Union Judgment in Case C-
311/18 (in English) 

Statement that (inter alia): 
• The EDPB will work with the European 

Commission and the U.S., to build “a new 
framework that fully complies with EU data 
protection law.” 

• When using standard contractual clauses, the 
data importer and exporter must assess 
whether the country to which data are sent 
offers adequate protection. If it does not, 
additional measures may be required.  

• Supervisory authorities must suspend or 
prohibit a transfer of data to a third country2 
pursuant to standard contractual clauses if the 
protection of the data transferred cannot be 
ensured. 

European Data Protection 
Supervisor (EDPS) 

EDPS Statement following the 
Court of Justice ruling in Case 
C-311/18 (in English) 

Statement that “The EDPS will continue to strive, 
as a member of the European Data Protection 
Board (EDPB), to achieve the necessary 
coherent approach among the European 
supervisory authorities3 in the implementation of 
the EU framework for international transfers of 
personal data. […] The EDPS notes that the 
Court, while in principle confirming the validity of 

                                                 
2 Id. 
3 A “supervisory authority” is an independent public authority appointed by an EU member state in accordance with the General Data Protection 
Regulation (“GDPR”) Art. 51 that is responsible for monitoring the application of GDPR.  
 

https://www.dataprotection.ro/index.jsp?page=Comunicat_20_07_20&lang=ro
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://www.aki.ee/et/uudised/ameerika-uhendriikidesse-isikuandmete-edastust-veelgi-karmistatud
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://edpb.europa.eu/news/news/2020/statement-court-justice-european-union-judgment-case-c-31118-data-protection_en&nbsp
https://edpb.europa.eu/news/news/2020/statement-court-justice-european-union-judgment-case-c-31118-data-protection_en&nbsp
https://edpb.europa.eu/news/news/2020/statement-court-justice-european-union-judgment-case-c-31118-data-protection_en&nbsp
https://edpb.europa.eu/news/news/2020/statement-court-justice-european-union-judgment-case-c-31118-data-protection_en&nbsp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://edps.europa.eu/press-publications/press-news/press-releases/2020/edps-statement-following-court-justice-ruling-case_en
https://edps.europa.eu/press-publications/press-news/press-releases/2020/edps-statement-following-court-justice-ruling-case_en
https://edps.europa.eu/press-publications/press-news/press-releases/2020/edps-statement-following-court-justice-ruling-case_en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2016.119.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2016%3A119%3ATOC
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Standard Contractual Clauses (SCC), provided 
welcomed clarifications regarding the 
responsibilities of controllers and European DPAs 
to take into account the risks linked to the access 
to personal data by the public authorities of third 
countries.” 

France (Commission Nationale de 
l'Informatique et des Libertés or 
CNIL) 

Press Release (in English) Press Release announcing Schrems II judgment 
and noting in particular that “Beyond the 
summary shared by the CJEU in its press 
release, the CNIL is currently conducting a 
precise analysis of the judgment, together with its 
European counterparts assembled within the 
European Data Protection Board. This joint work 
aims at drawing conclusions as soon as possible 
on the consequences of the ruling for data 
transfers from the European Union to the United 
States.” 

Germany – Berlin (Office of the 
Berlin Commissioner for Data 
Protection and Freedom of 
Information) 

Press Release (in English) Press Release advising data controllers 
transferring personal data to the U.S. to 
immediately switch to service providers in the EU 
or a country providing appropriate data 
protection, particularly with regard to cloud 
services providers. The Press Release also 
cautions that data transfers to other countries 
including China, Russia and India may not be 
permissible. 

Latvia (Data State Inspectorate) Press Release (in Latvian and 
English) 

Press Release summarizing Schrems II judgment 
and the EDPB’s response to the judgment. 

UK Government Statement  Statement announcing Schrems II judgment and 
noting in particular that “The UK government is 
committed to ensuring high data protection 
standards and supporting UK organisations on 
international data transfer issues. It is 
disappointed that the EU’s adequacy decision for 
US Privacy Shield has been invalidated by the 
court in its judgment of 16th July 2020.” 

European Commission Press Release  (in English) Press Release stating (inter alia) that the 
European Commission intends to modernize the 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/reform/what-are-data-protection-authorities-dpas_en
https://www.cnil.fr/en/invalidation-privacy-shield-cnil-and-its-counterparts-are-currently-analysing-its-consequences?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTVdWa1pESXhOamhoTldZMCIsInQiOiJqNWxnZEd2YVgwb3U5N29cL1hEYzdSRWtKVGc3SXV0MnUrNlRtXC9UMGRtTnd3VkFIUDg1R241ZVlKRG1PeDFXWmg4d3ZYME9HenNjOFZKR0VIK2VyMlN0cThtXC9RN0dRekdJMFpKdG5WSStWUjRVMlRqcW9tYVwvcVZPZW1uWmJJeHkifQ==
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/court-justice_en
https://www.datatilsynet.no/contentassets/af24dc8c175f475099bf54eddda31079/cp200091en.pdf
https://www.datatilsynet.no/contentassets/af24dc8c175f475099bf54eddda31079/cp200091en.pdf
https://edpb.europa.eu/
https://www.datenschutz-berlin.de/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/pressemitteilungen/2020/20200717-PM-Nach_SchremsII_Digitale_Eigenstaendigkeit.pdf
https://www.dvi.gov.lv/lv/zinas/press-release-the-edpb-issues-a-statement-on-schrems-ii-and-adopts-guidelines-on-psd2-and-and-letter-to-mep-duris-nicholsonova/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://edpb.europa.eu/news/news/2020/statement-court-justice-european-union-judgment-case-c-31118-data-protection_en&nbsp
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-response-to-the-european-court-of-justice-decision-in-the-schrems-ii-case
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_1366
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standard contractual clauses and work with the 
U.S. to ensure safe transatlantic data flows. 

Czechoslovakia (Office for Personal 
Data Protection) 

Statement (in Czech) Statement announcing Schrems II judgment. 

July 16, 2020 
Reactions to 
Schrems II 

Finland (Office of the Data Protection 
Officer) 

Press Release (in Finnish) Press Release announcing Schrems II judgment. 

Germany (The Federal 
Commissioner for Data Protection 
and Freedom of Information) 

Press Release (in English) Press Release stating (inter alia) that: 
• Personal data transfers to the U.S. require 

special safeguards.  
• EU supervisory authorities4 must evaluate 

for every processing operation whether the 
requirements of the CJEU’s Schrems II 
judgment are met.  

Germany – Hamburg  (Hamburg 
Commissioner for Data Protection 
and Freedom of Information) 

Press Release (in German) Press Release: 
• summarizing the Schrems II judgment; 
• opining that the CJEU’s Schrems II 

judgment to maintain the standard 
contractual clauses as a valid method of 
transferring personal data is inconsistent 
with the reasoning behind the invalidation of 
Privacy Shield because the same concerns 
about surveillance by the U.S. government 
are applicable to data transferred pursuant 
to standard contractual clauses; and 

• stating that data protection authorities will 
have to evaluate international data transfers 
based on standard contractual clauses to 
the U.S., China, and post-Brexit UK. 

Germany - Rheinland-Pfalz (State 
Commissioner for Data Protection 
and Freedom of Information in 
Rhineland-Palatinate) 

Press Release (in English)   Press Release 
• summarizing the Schrems II judgment 
• acknowledging challenges associated with 

transmitting personal data outside the EU, 
particularly to the U.S. and China; 

• stating that organizations can continue 
transfer personal data outside the EU on the 
basis of standard contractual clauses, 

                                                 
4 Id. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://www.uoou.cz/soudni-dvur-odmitl-stit-soukromi-eu-usa-a-nbsp-nezpochybnil-platnost-standardnich-smluvnich-dolozek/d-43443
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://tietosuoja.fi/-/eu-tuomioistuin-kumosi-paatoksen-privacy-shieldin-tarjoaman-tietosuojan-riittavyydesta
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://www.bfdi.bund.de/EN/Home/Press_Release/2020/17_Schrems-II-ECJ.html
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://datenschutz-hamburg.de/pressemitteilungen/2020/07/2020-07-16-eugh-schrems
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.datenschutz.rlp.de/de/aktuelles/detail/news/detail/News/paukenschlag-eugh-schreddert-den-privacy-shield-datenuebermittlung-in-staaten-jenseits-der-eu-aber/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
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provided that the transfer ensures; 
individuals’ fundamental right to data 
protection.  

• noting that companies cannot free 
themselves from their audit obligations by 
using the standard contractual clauses; and  

• emphasizing the importance of uniform 
application of the law and coordination by 
supervisory authorities.  

Germany – Thuringia (Thuringian 
State Commissioner for Data 
Protection and Freedom of 
Information) 

Press Release (in German) Press Release summarizing the Schrems II 
judgment and noting that the standard 
contractual clauses can continue to be used as 
mechanism to transfer personal data to the U.S., 
provided that certain conditions are met.  

Ireland (Data Protection 
Commission) 

Press Release  Press Release summarizing the Schrems II 
judgment and noting that although the standard 
contractual clauses are still a valid transfer 
mechanism, “it is clear that, in practice, the 
application of the standard contractual clauses 
transfer mechanism to transfers of personal data 
to the United States is now questionable. The 
Press Release advises that this issue will “require 
further and careful examination” and 
“assessments will need to be made on a case by 
case basis.” 

Liechtenstein (Data Protection 
Office) 

Press Release  
Guidance  
(both in German) 

Press Release summarizing the Schrems II 
judgment. 
 
Guidance regarding international data transfers. 

Norway (Datatilsynet) Press Release  (in Norwegian) 
 

Press Release summarizing the Schrems II 
judgment. 

Slovakia (Office for Personal Data 
Protection of the Slovak Republic) 

Press Release (in Slovak) Press Release announcing Schrems II judgment. 

Slovenia (Information Commissioner) Press Release (in Slovenian) Press Release summarizing the Schrems II 
judgment and noting that transfers of personal 
data to the U.S. are still possible using other 
transfer mechanisms, provided that appropriate 
safeguards are in place to ensure that individuals’ 
fundamental privacy rights are protected.  

https://www.tlfdi.de/mam/tlfdi/presse/200716_pressemitteilung.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://www.dataprotection.ie/en/news-media/press-releases/dpc-statement-cjeu-decision
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
https://www.datenschutzstelle.li/aktuelles/ungueltigerklaerung-des-eu-us-privacy-shields-durch-den-europaeischen-gerichtshof
https://www.datenschutzstelle.li/datenschutz/themen-z/internationaler-datentransfer
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://www.datatilsynet.no/aktuelt/aktuelle-nyheter-2020/privacy-shield-avtalen-mellom-usa-og-eueos-er-opphevet/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://dataprotection.gov.sk/uoou/sk/print/799
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://www.ip-rs.si/novice/sodisce-evropske-unije-razveljavilo-zasebnostni-scit-za-prenos-podatkov-v-zda-privacy-shi-1196/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
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Switzerland (Federal Data Protection 
and Information Commissioner) 

Press Release (in English)  Press Release announcing Schrems II judgment. 

United Kingdom (Information 
Commissioner’s Office) 

Press Release Press Release announcing the Schrems II 
judgment and stating, in part, that the Information 
Commissioner’s Office “will work with UK 
Government and international agencies to ensure 
that global data flows may continue and that 
people’s personal data is protected.” 

U.S. State Department  Press Release Press Release stating in part that: “[W]e are 
deeply disappointed that the Court of Justice of 
the European Union (“ECJ”) has invalidated the 
EU-U.S. Privacy Shield framework.  […]  The 
United States will continue to work closely with 
the EU to find a mechanism to enable the 
essential unimpeded commercial transfer of data 
from the EU to the United States.” 

U.S. Department of Commerce Press Release Press Release stating in part that: “While the 
Department of Commerce is deeply disappointed 
that the court appears to have invalidated the 
European Commission’s adequacy decision 
underlying the EU-U.S. Privacy Shield, we are 
still studying the decision to fully understand its 
practical impacts […] We have been and will 
remain in close contact with the European 
Commission and European Data Protection 
Board on this matter and hope to be able to limit 
the negative consequences to the $7.1 trillion 
transatlantic economic relationship that is so vital 
to our respective citizens, companies, and 
governments…” 

July 16, 2020 Court of Justice of the European 
Union (CJEU) 
 

Press Release: The Court of 
Justice invalidates Decision 
2016/1250 on the adequacy of 
the 
protection provided by the EU-
US Data Protection Shield (in 
English)  

Press Release summarizing Schrems II 
judgment.  

Court of Justice of the European 
Union (CJEU) 

Case C‑311/18  Judgment invalidating the EU-U.S. Privacy Shield 
framework (inter alia) (“Schrems II”) 

https://www.edoeb.admin.ch/edoeb/en/home/latest-news/aktuell_news.html
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2020/07/ico-statement-on-the-judgement-of-the-european-court-of-justice-in-the-schrems-ii-case/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://www.state.gov/european-court-of-justice-invalidates-eu-u-s-privacy-shield/
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/07/us-secretary-commerce-wilbur-ross-statement-schrems-ii-ruling-and
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.datatilsynet.no/contentassets/af24dc8c175f475099bf54eddda31079/cp200091en.pdf
https://www.datatilsynet.no/contentassets/af24dc8c175f475099bf54eddda31079/cp200091en.pdf
https://www.datatilsynet.no/contentassets/af24dc8c175f475099bf54eddda31079/cp200091en.pdf
https://www.datatilsynet.no/contentassets/af24dc8c175f475099bf54eddda31079/cp200091en.pdf
https://www.datatilsynet.no/contentassets/af24dc8c175f475099bf54eddda31079/cp200091en.pdf
https://www.datatilsynet.no/contentassets/af24dc8c175f475099bf54eddda31079/cp200091en.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=228677&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=9745404
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
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December 19, 
2019 

Advocate General 
Saugmandsgaard ØE 

Opinion of Advocate General 
in Case C‑311/18 

Opinion of Advocate General upholding the 
validity of the standard contractual clauses for the 
transfer of personal data to processors 
established in third countries under Directive 
95/46/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council, as amended by GDPR. 
 

October 23, 
2019 

European Commission Press Release: EU-U.S. 
Privacy Shield: Third review 
welcomes progress while 
identifying steps for 
improvement 

Press Release announcing the European 
Commission’s third annual report on the 
functioning of the EU- U.S. Privacy Shield 
framework. 

December 19, 
2018 

European Commission Press Release: EU-U.S. 
Privacy Shield: Second review 
shows improvements but a 
permanent Ombudsperson 
should be nominated by 28 
February 2019 

Press Release announcing the European 
Commission’s second annual report on the 
functioning of the EU- U.S. Privacy Shield 
framework.  

October 17, 
2017 

European Commission Press Release : EU-U.S. 
Privacy Shield: First review 
shows it works but 
implementation can be 
improved 

Press Release announcing the European 
Commission’s first annual report on the 
functioning of the EU- U.S. Privacy Shield 
framework.  
 

July 12, 2016 European Commission Press Release: European 
Commission launches EU-
U.S. Privacy Shield: stronger 
protection for transatlantic 
data flows 

Press Release announcing the European 
Commission’s adequacy decision regarding 
personal information transferred to the U.S. 
pursuant to the U.S.- EU Privacy Shield 
framework.  

February 2, 
2016 

European Commission Press Release: EU 
Commission and United 
States agree on new 
framework for transatlantic 
data flows: EU-US Privacy 
Shield 

Press Release announcing that the EU 
Commission and United States agreed on a new 
framework for transatlantic data flows: the EU-US 
Privacy Shield. 

October 6, 2015 Court of Justice of the European 
Union (CJEU) 

Case C‑362/14 – Invalidation 
of Safe Harbor (“Schrems I”) 

CJEU Judgment (inter alia) invalidating Safe 
Harbor (“Schrems I”). 

 
* Translation based on Google Translate or similar automated translator 

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=221826&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=15056039
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=221826&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=15056039
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642237
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/international-dimension-data-protection/standard-contractual-clauses-scc_en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2016.119.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2016%3A119%3ATOC
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_19_6134
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_18_6818
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://ec.europa.eu/malta/news/eu-us-privacy-shield-first-review-shows-it-works-implementation-can-be-improved_en
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_16_2461
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_16_216
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
https://www.privacyshield.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000004qAg
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=169195&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=14968458


 
(Last updated August 11, 2020) 


